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Editorial
Make New York state legislators pay for breaking vows

Published: 2:00 AM - 03/20/12 
Lots of people are upset with Assemblywoman Nancy Calhoun, R-Blooming Grove, for collecting her state pension while continuing to draw her state salary. Now that she has announced she will be running for another term in Albany and the chance to keep collecting those two paychecks for another two years, the charge of "double dipping" is likely to hang over her campaign.

Her answer is the same one given by another local legislator who took advantage of this arrangement, state Sen. William Larkin, R-Cornwall-on-Hudson. The state allowed it and they did nothing illegal.

As voters examine these and other stands of people seeking to represent the area in Albany, especially the incumbents seeking re-election, they should dig a bit deeper.

When members of the Assembly and Senate claim that they are just like other workers covered by this law, they are not telling the truth.

Unlike the others involved, they and they alone have the power to make the laws and change them. They could have expanded this to allow all

New Yorkers to double dip, or they could have let it apply to those already covered but exempted legislators. Instead, they chose to do nothing — except fill out the forms that get them two paychecks.

Calhoun made another self-serving choice just last week in the creation of new election district lines following the 2012 Census. The last time she ran she promised to put that redistricting in the hands of a nonpartisan group and not let politics intervene. She accepted the label of "hero" from the campaign to rid redistricting of this scourge.

When the vote came, she ignored the promise and the voters.

As others announce their quest for a return trip to Albany, voters need to remember who makes promises and keeps them and who makes them only to get votes, then breaks them for personal gain. If voters keep on returning these incumbents to office, they have only themselves to blame.
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